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Our guest at the WWDC microphones, Mr. H. J. Gibbons who is an 
executive of the Teamsters Union. What's your exact, exact title, 
Larry? 


I'm the executive assistant to the General President. 
It is Larry isn’t it? 

No it’s Harold. 

Harold. Where'd | get Larry? 


| have a brother named Larry and you don't know him, so | don't know 
where you got it. 


| don't know. | like the name Larry anyway, you’re executive assistant 
to the President, who is Mr. James Hoffa, who has been called many, 
many fancy names and nobody has been able to pin anything on 

him. How does he feel these days about the different committees, 
about Mr. Kennedy? 


| don't think he feels he has much time to give to speculations about 
the Kennedys or committees. He's very busy at the moment. Working 
on behalf of the membership of the Union at the present time, he's in 
Chicago, settling, attending and chairing the quarterly grievance 
meeting of the Central Conference of Teamsters. 


Uh huh. Jim he uh- 
Harold. 


There | go again. Harold, right. Forgive me. Harold he- He seems to 
have the complete confidence of the members of the Union. Obviously 
they don't believe a lot of the stuff that's been printed or said about 
their leader, about their president. He just went through an election 
and came through with flying Colors, didn’t he? 


That's correct. 

Did he have any serious opposition? 

No, he had one fellow who submitted his name. And after about 1/3 of 
the balloting was over, he withdrew his name. He's obviously running 
so far behind there wasn't any hope for him. 

This is a very interesting thing, ladies and gentlemen. You read in the 


papers. You hear talk on radio and television about Mr. Hoffa. Some 
people have gone so far as to call him a gangster. My definition of a 
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gangster is aman who's a thief, or crook who's behind bars. Mr. Hoffa 
is not behind bars. | don't know how people can call him gangster. The 
interesting thing here, Harold, is that, as you just pointed out, his 
union seems to be completely in back of him. 


That's true. And of course on the business of charges, it's so easy to 
make charges. And unfortunately for America, they happen to sell 
newspapers so that all the silly charges that anyone wants to make 
about a person in public life will get printed generally. And this is 
what's been happening to Jimmy Hoffa. 


| read recently about some taxicab people or something in Cincinnati 
was it who broke away from the Union papers gave that a big play, 
didn't they? 


Very big play, but you didn't hear anything about the fact they just 
voted about two weeks ago to come back to the Union by majority 
vote in their government sponsored NLRB election? 


Oh, they did? 


They didn't tell you about those things. They give a big publicity about 
the factors. Union is falling apart, 'cause 4000 in a total up there in 
Cincinnati happened to leave, well now 50% of them are already 
back. But in the meantime, we pick up 65,000 in one meeting in 
Chicago when the laundry workers affiliated with us and we just won 
for the third time. An election that the Sikorsky Airplane works where 
we pick up 5000. These things that don't give the great publicity blast, 
to us. Only in the hopes of discrediting the Union and Jimmy that 
they'll give publicity to an occasional decertification. The difference. 


| see now. All right now, Mr. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, he took the 
office of Attorney General. People kind of thought he was going to use 
the office to needle and get Hoffa. So far he hasn't done these 
underhanded things or over handed things or anything else, has he? 


No, he hasn't. He's apparently at the moment pretty busy trying to get 
a wiretap law passed so we can cut in on people’s conversations, plant 
bugs in their bedrooms and everywhere else, | guess. 


Yeah, alright. I'm surprised at Mr. Kennedy on that one. However, he 
wants some pretty strong restrictions. I'm for a no wiretap for any 
way, any reason however. Now, Mr. Gibbons on the, I'm reading from 
an article by Dixon Preston of the Daily News, he says something about 
the FBI. Mr. Hoffa isn't too happy with them, either, is he? 


Well, he's not unhappy about the FBI, the use is to which the FBI is 
currently being put in incidentally from everything. If there's any truth 
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to the rumors you hear, Hoffa’s is not the only one unhappy about the 
FBI. | understand J Edgar Hoover is a little bit unhappy about the uses 
to which the force is now being put. It has a place and arole anda 
proper one, but from what the rumors have, it is being badly misused 
at the moment. In addition to which there is, it's practically being 
supplanted by a private investigative staff on the staff of the Attorney 
General, | understand, which amounts to date or something like better 
than 100 investigators and — 


Maybe they're investigating the investigators? 


No, | don't think they're investigating the FBI. But they are doing the 
performing the function that normally would be part of the FBI’s 
work. And these things are not only making Jimmy Hoffa unhappy 
about the FBI, but | say it's also making guys like J Edgar Hoover 
unhappy. 


The rumor was that he was going to resign, but of course that was just 
a rumor. He never said anything like that. He never even said he was 
unhappy. Where'd you get the idea? 


Well, these are the things that just hear, you know, that just get 
around. | have no basis for it. So I'm not even leveling it as a specific 
charge or anything. 


| guess the people who say things about Hoffa say the same thing. | 
don't know anything. I'm just like, alright, so we must have spread 
rumors. 


No, | agree with you that maybe | was outta line on that one, but it still 
is- 


| think so. 
A current rumor in the city of Washington. 


What happened to that bit about Mr. Hoffa? | don't mean taking over, 
but making the New York Police force part of the Teamsters Union. 


Well, he never at any point is serious about the organization of the 
police force and certainly the big issue is not that he would under 
organize them, but that there is a possibility of striking them. So at the 
initial press conference where there any discussion took place on the 
New York Police force, he made clear while he was thoroughly 
sympathetic with the idea of some form of organization for police 
officers so that legitimate grievances at least might be channeled 
through and arrived at solution objectively. He did not feel that people 
in that kind of position were had any right to strike because of the 
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tremendous public responsibility police officers, firemen, and others of 
that category, the tremendous public responsibility they hold, actually, 
no effort was no work was ever done seriously to enroll them in the 
Teamsters Union. And there was an effort being made because they 
were in serious conflict with the, at that time, head of the police force 
in New York. And effort is being made to assist them in solving the 
problem. Now, since then, of course, that particular head of the New 
York Police Force has resigned. And the problem doesn't exist to quite 
the serious extent it did when, | believe Kennedy was the guy’s name 
was, in there. 


Yes, not Mr. John F. Kennedy, but the Commissioner of Police in New 
York. The interesting thing here | read some editorials. This will be the 
end of New York under Jimmy Hoffa, the little dictator. They were 
going, on and on. These newspapers don't like you, do they, Harold? 


Well, | don't know whether they really seriously don't like us. The fact 
that they probably don't. But there, in addition, they love us for the 
fact that generally speaking a story about Hoffa will sell newspapers 
for them. But when you analyze the newspaper situation, America is 
no longer a question of a newspaper, with rare exceptions, but you 
find huge empires like the Hearst, like the loose magazine and radio 
and television empire or the McCormick axis, the field enterprises, the 
New House chain. These are huge aggregations of capital, Steve, and if 
they can break the back of any union, they're that much farther ahead 
as strictly businessmen. So this is part of the picture you'll find 
newspapers being against unions. 


There's a columnist who writes for Scripps Howard who wanted a bet 
$1000 to see if Jimmy Hoffa would go back into the AFL-CIO. Mr. Hoffa 
thought they might. And this, | think it was Peter Edson was it? 


No, it was John [Hurling?] 


{Hurling?] 

{Hurling?] 

Yeah, $1000 or $100, something like that. And he says, where's my 
money? Or | didn't bet him or some other jazz of the sort. But Mr. 
Hoffa thought that you were going to go back. 


Hoffa has the same position now as he did about two months ago, and 
he said there’s widespread interest in our return. There’s efforts being 
made, they passed a clear cut resolution providing the basis for our 
return. But there's a few other things which have to be settled before 
we as a Teamsters Union are interested in returning to the AF of L. So, 
it's not a one-way street in which we're rushing to get in. We have 
some conditions as well as the AF of L might have as to our return and 
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at the proper moment we will be back but we are definitely interested 
in returning to the AF of L. 


At this point you can't give us an idea how it looks though. 
No, I’d say it's in better shape today and it's been since the day. We 
were throwing out in Atlantic City. 


Give me a tip, so I'll bet Mr [Hurling?] there. 
You can't win on that one. | can't give you that kind of a tip, Steve. 


Give me a date, give me a clue. Well, we've been talking about your 
boss, Harold, | think we ought to talk about you. Is your background 
Teamsters Union or as a union organizer? 


Well, it's trade unions for the last 25 years. It's been Teamster only for 
about 10. 


What happened to all the men that were called in front of the 
McClellan committee, who were part of the Teamster’s Union, who 
had these records, police records, court records, things | remember 
one time in one of the major magazines I'll never forget it. They took 2 
pages to show pictures of people in the Teamsters Union who were 
arrested or convicted of crimes and the interesting thing to me was 
that over half of them were convicted or arrested for a certain sex 
crime, which any policeman will tell you is used when you want to get 
somebody. And that interested me greatly. 


What would be also interesting, Steve, would be sometimes just the 
heck of it, figure out, get the figures on how many ex-convicts there 
are in this country who have been convicted of felonies or met better, 
and the figure runs into the millions. And when we were up before the 
McClellan Committee, when we were all through, we looked at the 
complete list of every person who was up there as a purportedly part 
of the teamster’s movement. There was 107 names out of 

1,700,000. And this is after probably the greatest investigation of any 
organization in the history of the world. Literally. But all it could dig up 
was 107 names of people who were supposed to as result of their 
activities completely dominate our organization. Now when we take 
and break this list down, we found there's about 15 or 20 we had 
never heard of. Never did they ever have a membership in the 
Teamsters Union. Never did they have any association with the 
Teamsters Union. That was the first group. We had another group of 
about 30 guys where rank and file members of Teamsters never were 
an officer. Who sometime in the course of their career had violated 
the law, paid the penalty, and we're back out working. now another 
group of men as you know yourself, if any ex-con. Who an employer 
will hire where we have a union shop contract, we have no choice in 
the matter. We must accept them into membership under the law that 


Interview with Harold Gibbons on WWDC-Radio 


Steve: 


Harold Gibbons: 


Steve: 


Congress itself passed. So these are rank and file guys and we're very 
happy that they’re members of teamsters, at least they're 

working. They don't have a gun out sticking somebody else up they’re 
rehabilitated themselves in the construction constructive members of 
society. When you go on down this list and continue to break it down, 
you'll find another 20 or 30 officers of the Union who, since the day 
they became Teamsters, have never had any kind of a violation of the 
law to their credit. But somewhere in the past they did have and they 
are officers of the Union and they could be said to be ex-cons or 
officers of our Union, but their record. Is absolutely spotless, as even 
to the extent of a traffic violation And then when you break it down 
you continue to break it down. Along those lines, | don't have the 
immediate figures available to me right now, but what | can say is that 
we submitted this breakdown to the McClellan committee Under oath 
and over Bobby’s screaming objections for McClellan’s position was 
simple. They can submit the list. If you find something in error on it, 
then you go and correct it and we'll put that in the record also. Well, 
as of this day, they never have supplied us with any criticism of the 
particular list. It shows up that there were, at that time that we 
submitted the list, possibly 15 people who could be said to have held 
positions of trust in our organization and who through their criminal 
activities have violated that trust. And if you take that same list of 10 
or 15 people now, you won't find three of them within the ranks of the 
Teamsters Union. And we didn't do with a lot of flair and a lot of 
publicity and so on. Quietly, these people have gotten out of the 
organization because they have lost their right to remain in the 
organization, having violated the trust which the membership had 
reposed in them. But this is a picture of the teamsters if there are 
three of the original list of 107 that was mentioned in there as being 
violators, then that would be a large number. Of course, the business 
just being arrested. I've had my share of those in and among the list of 
107, there's about 30 of us who are very proud of the police records 
we happen to have. | have my police records on picket lines and a 
defense of the rights of the membership and | went to jail many times 
in many places. And | hope | always have the privilege to stand up and 
fight for people who are in struggle. And if this puts me in jail, gives me 
a police record, I'm not going to apologize for it and I'm not going to 
try to avoid it. 


Did you have enough cigarettes? 
| always had plenty of cigarettes. 


All right, ladies and gentlemen, you wonder. Here's the baited 
question, every time, every time: Why did they pick on you? If you're 
such a nice fella, if you're such a clean guy, why did they pick on 
you? It's a bad question. There are several answers that could be 
given. Because probably the answer we get from Harold Gibbons is 
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we're the biggest, we're the largest, where else could they get such 
publicity, et cetera, et cetera. Why do they pick on you and there, 
ladies and gentlemen, is the trouble with the workings of the minds of 
most of the people in our country? You ask anybody on the street, if a 
man is arrested, do you think he's guilty? 99 and 9/10 of them will say, 
well, why was he arrested? They forgot the whole concept, the whole 
idea of Christian Judas charity of and the United States idea of 
jurisprudence, a man is innocent until he's proven guilty. And a 
policeman is a human being, number one, he can make mistakes. 
Number two, He doesn't like the way your hair is parted. There are 
political figures who look to get other people in trouble. There are 
powerful people all over the world who don't like you for what you 
might say, or stand for, look to get you in trouble. There are many 
answers to that question. Why was Jimmy Hoffa picked on? Would you 
like to add to my list Harold? 


Well, | think you hit it when you talk about being the biggest because if 
you want to break the weaken the American labor union, set it back in 
it's work, you've got to get the Teamsters Union first and when you 
analyze the McClellan committee, its makeup you find there the worst 
element in terms of anti-union forces in the United States Senate were 
on that. Committee Sam Ervin from South Carolina, McClellan from 
Arkansas, Curtis from Nebraska and all the way down the Mundt from 
North Dakota. Every single one, with the possible exception of a nice 
old guy who was very ill at the time. Senator out of New York. Ives, a 
trade genius out of out of Michigan who finally resigned in disgust at 
the antics, 


Wasn’t that McNamara? 


McNamara, and finally an ambitious politician out of New England 
who for the moment we won't discuss, who had an idea that he could 
ride to victory apparently did a pretty good job on it, but in any event, 
when you analyze the reasons for what you can from that committee 
could expect nothing but this kind of a vicious attack on the labor 
movement. And as | say, we're the leading, we're the best 

target. When you're out front, you're always a better target. Now this 
isn't over with, unfortunately. | wish | could say that it was over there 
is today, and there is today in America some 29 or are today in 
America 29 grand juries who are investigating the Teamsters 

Union. Now these have all been convened at the instigation of the 
Attorney General who is continuing this war, this personal war of his 
this personal vendetta of his against the Teamsters Union, and | 
suspect it will go on for some time. Possibly at least seven or eight 
more years. 


Well, | don't want to give anybody the idea. | think that Mr. Hoffa or 
Mr. Gibbons are Boy Scouts. | think that in any large group like this, 
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there must be some things going on that might not be quite according 
to Hoyle. As far as a personal vendetta, | doubt if that is it, Harold. | 
don't know what it is, why it is. So far nothing has been able to be 
pinned on this man or his union, however, | think that maybe it's an 
unhealthy thing for any single group to get so big and so powerful that 
the whole wheels of the whole world could stop at the whim of one 
man. Now, this is so Harold. 


No, this is not so Steve. This is so far wrong it isn't funny, as a matter 
of fact, under the law of the land and our constitution. 


Aren’t you glad | lost you though so you can make a speech? 


Right, but you cannot pull a shop or a local on strike without a 2/3 vote 
of the rank and file in secret ballot. Now this is our Constitution under 
the law. We must live by that Constitution. Secondly, there are laws in 
the land which provide for respect for contracts or making you subject 
to suit. If we were to break contracts and suddenly stop off all of our 
truck drivers, we would be subject to suit. Third, there are courts 
which have great and tremendous injunctive powers which would be 
operated immediately in such a situation which would threaten public 
health and safety. Fourth, there are more non-union trucks on the 
highways then there are union trucks, not to mention- not to mention 
alternate forms of transportation so that the world would not stop if 
we took every one of our people off the street. It would be an 
inconvenience. 


But with a win for this committee, don't you think that it would have 
been got so strong that you would have been in trouble? Don't you 
think that this committee did some good? | tell you what | like about 
the committee. When they got through their investigations, they were 
through. They folded their tents and went away. There are other 
committees who keep on going. Up there- 


They’re still going, we just got our last report, Steve, was as of two 
days ago. We got report and investigation out of New York City by the 
McClellan Committee. 


Oh, | didn’t know that. | thought he gave up the committee like a year 
ago. 


No, no, the committee is still functioning, despite the fact that it has 
not sought any new appropriations and so on. It's still continuous 
work, and you'll still have the Philadelphia deal he just wrote the other 
day for some information on our Philadelphia problem. So the 
committee is still functioning, but in any event, when it comes to 
questions of power threatening the United States. It isn't in to be 
found in the labor movement. Take for example, Steve, the United 


Interview with Harold Gibbons on WWDC-Radio 


Steve: 


Harold Gibbons: 


Steve: 


Harold Gibbons: 


Steve: 


Harold Gibbons: 


Steve: 


Harold Gibbons: 


Steve: 


Harold Gibbons: 


Steve: 


States Steel industry. Now here has a bellwether called United States 
Steel Corporation, and what the United States Steel Corporation does 
generally the rest of the industry follows. Now there's 25 guys there. 
They don't have to have a vote of anybody. They can shut down the US 
Steel Corporation and they can you add that 25 guys on that board of 
Directors and probably an equal amount on. Half a dozen other boards 
at Directors, Steel Corporation in this world and you got in this 
country, you've got about 100 guys with the power to completely 
cripple the economy. And now it becomes ridiculous to say that this 
represents a danger because this isn't going to happen. It's about as 
far-fetched as me driving a 707 plane. And I'm not about to drive one. 
Neither is it- 


Fly one. 


Yeah, fly or drive. Yeah, neither is it any there is any danger that Jimmy 
Hoffa is going to shut down the United, the Teamsters union. 


Cause if he doesn’t, you will. You’re pretty mean | hear. 


And the same with both. We have no- we have no incentive to do 
it. We have no desire to do it. We have no reason to do it, and so 
these things are very well to raise, but they are, and any kind of 
analysis they you can easily demonstrate that they're so far-fetched 
they aren't even worthy of discussion. 


Right or wrong, ladies, gentlemen, he talks up. He's got plenty of 
courage. | wish. Listen, I've been defending your boss long enough. I'm 
through. Either he gets up here or next time you come up | get real 
mean. 


The guy who | think means defense is a guy like the Attorney General 
who today | miss knowledge of crimes and doesn't expose them. 


Let's call up Mr. Kennedy maybe. | talked him once. | was very 
impressed. With him, yes. But how come Jimmy won't come up and 
visit with me? 


Oh, he would love to, Steve, seriously. He'd love to excepting here's a 
guy that literally lives on an airplane and the schedule. 
How about | go on an airplane with him? 


I've had five years of trying to schedule this guy in in places and it's the 
most difficult task in the world. To tie him down. | will try again to 
wheel him in. The first night | catch him free in Washington I'll bring 
him over. 


Big round of applause Mr. Harold J Gibbons (muttering). 
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